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The Issue
Catholic Charities USA’s (CCUSA) member agencies began reporting an immigration legal services 
scam affecting immigrant victims and agencies themselves in March 2025. The scam often began 
on social media, where scammers contacted and interacted with immigrants under the guise of a 
Catholic Charities agency. The scam used CCUSA and member agency logos, fraudulent letterhead 
and signatures, and other related identifiers to provide credibility and approach victims about a 
non-existent “immigrant assistance program” from a trusted and respected organization. Fraudulent 
letters, documentation, and even virtual meetings were also used in the scam. Artificial intelligence 
(AI) produced lawyer profile images, interviews, and other persuasive—but false—information. 
More than 60 agencies informed CCUSA of encountering this scam, with hundreds of individual 
cases and victims. In some instances, real lawyer information was used, creating an additional layer 
of victims affected by this scam. Lawyers have been contacted by people who believe they are clients, 
but the attorneys have never interacted with them. 

Victims provided contact information to the scammers through social media interactions and 
connected further with the perpetrators via the WhatsApp messaging application. The scam 
initiated with a small fee so “Catholic Charities” could assist victims in their immigration case. If the 
victim accepted, there would be a problem or issue in the case that needed immediate attention and 
thousands of dollars. Losses ranged from a few hundred dollars to thousands of dollars. The worst 
financial losses amounted to nearly $30,000 by three different families each. 

At the time of this report, CCUSA is aware of the following:

1.	 Number of reported scams sent by CCUSA (individuals): 1151

2.	 Number of ads reported and removed: 250+ 

3.	 Number of reporting agencies: 60+ 

The scammers have demanded at least $350,000 from 161 victims, and there is confirmation  
that victims have paid over $200,000 to the scammers, with the actual number likely higher.  
The scammers have misrepresented themselves as CCUSA and numerous affiliated agencies.

CCUSA encouraged agencies to submit sample scams received by local victims. Hundreds of victims 
provided examples from over 30 states and 60 dioceses. CCUSA worked with law enforcement, 
government agencies, other nonprofits, including the American Bar Association (ABA) and the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), and even private law firms, to report and 
mitigate the harm caused by the scams. One report2 indicates the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) is investigating a sophisticated network of scammers who target people caught in 
immigration proceedings. CCUSA will continue to work with organizations that possess the bona 
fide intent of helping victims and member agencies affected by this scam.

1	  Agencies have submitted hundreds of scam examples to CCUSA. The reported numbers only list cases in 
which CCUSA’s logo or other identifiers were used and additional steps could be taken to report and remove 
ads. 

2	  Roy, Naisha, Medill Investigation Lab, J. David McSwane, ProPublica, “DHS Plans ‘All-Out War’ on 
Immigration Scammers as Fraud Complaints Double,” Pro Publica, July 16, 2026, available at: https://www.
propublica.org/article/trump-dhs-immigration-scams-fraud-homeland-security. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-dhs-immigration-scams-fraud-homeland-security
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-dhs-immigration-scams-fraud-homeland-security
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-dhs-immigration-scams-fraud-homeland-security


Catholic Charities  
Network Resources
CCUSA’s membership is made up of 170 diocesan Catholic Charities agencies. Each falls under 
the auspices of its local bishop/archbishop and serves the needs of the community in which it is 
located. In service of those agencies, CCUSA alerted the network about this scam and provided 
guidance. The scams included CCUSA’s logo on paperwork, requiring confirmation that a legal 
service program did not exist and the organization neither provides direct legal services nor requests 
client fees. Potential victims contacted by a “Catholic Charities organization” were encouraged to 
contact and verify details with the local agency, especially before sending any money. Local agencies 
were encouraged to contact Spanish and English media to notify immigrant communities about this 
scam and reduce the possibility of more victims. The agencies and victims were also encouraged to 
work with law enforcement where appropriate. Alerts were posted on the CCUSA website. 



Directors,

CCUSA is aware of multiple immigration legal service scams that use Catholic Charities’ name to victimize 
vulnerable immigrants. Both CCUSA and individual agency names are being used across the country. Scammers 
are claiming immigrants are being enrolled in non-existent programs and are required to send fees. CCUSA is 
running no direct service programs.

We encourage you to notify your programs and staff:

1.	 CCUSA is not running a legal service program and does not provide direct services. CCUSA would 
never request fees from clients.

2.	 Any client, potential client, or community member receiving solicitation from any “Catholic 
Charities organization” should be encouraged to contact their local Catholic Charities agency to 
discuss the notice. 

3.	 Do not send any money and work with the local Catholic Charities agency to avoid falling victim to 
these scams. 

4.	 Agencies are encouraged to notify CCUSA. 

5.	 Contact your local bar association(s) to see whether unauthorized practice of immigration law (UPIL) 
or notario fraud resources are available. The Catholic Legal Immigration Network (CLINIC) has a 
resource page on notario fraud. 

To reduce the number of potential victims, CCUSA also suggests working with consenting potential victims 
and contact:

1.	 Local media (Spanish and English) to notify immigrant communities about this scam and reduce the 
possibility of more victims.

2.	 Where appropriate, law enforcement. 

CCUSA’s communications staff created network scam resources to permit member agencies to 
develop their own materials and enter their contact information.   

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u44507686.ct.sendgrid.net_uni_ls_click-3Fupn-3Du001.lDI1Q0Vl4hScPlNnUQM96SVu4TcGKXIxRDNhH536VR8U-2D2F2PCRPBYh-2D2B39HSRw-2D2F1khRDcYByYFU2FLvl5jKlIlVuXCKsmLz4Ch8rVzV1rqpj9dRBYQmqvHGxOaOTg5sPIOCVlDs9vQfi0DBbGAjJ6xTA-2D3D-2D3Dnp0r-5FiMKeGHtFM82jLf3zglvayC4AfLfcbWFp0MufODvu3P2ShlkK0p5jv5YITaXcx6M2AJtSBmEm0dJ0ZAophQZaCfADmhelJIAv6-2D2Fc-2D2FW2-2D2Fu-2D2F2h91Riz6XI0sjO2JsE0O-2D2B2eex-2D2BCk2e4eyKLvk3jPkh66ZDtrAc5Y5WxBQNmewo6kXkeE-2D2B0itnjqKRqkrod6BJt-2D2F4FqumsGnBaD1btbTfEiLrKyheNEt2DNeZbWRxbGcmjoagvQaVt5Ijz0QmggoUo2mVVlMbn0r5kgwh0mxVJI5Pk-2D2FhkpyRrUJWC07dYcVH-2D2FQJEHnKM0jD5wfkgjg5i1GpLtl1WShkNWxPfty9TRqRXAcCzofHiLigQp2FvImcvT6lgoKWq-2D2FIiOLG3SYweD9ZGJKYpdJsiatxTXSsvOHgnCnpXGT6QzTZa0j-2D2BNQ8dBttNtJOTT0wMI9k-2D2BcRFYLmv-2D2BUbs7JDyn03pTnIeAP8xnd2UJ9DWQyWSaeVQ2tyVK-2D2BHVuH4UGVzAOzSQ0E-2D2BEEwchz4UQCHkTvtXRNGeW9nhHJJkS-2D2BrTfa8mtXzv7nUKtVMSWeEAcZsrQ2FDJ-2D2F5AXr0fne-2D2Br3tezatX5-2D2BGlTfI-2D2Bfpwhxkg-2D3D-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=js6kJ-cJLDX6yYODvlOKrO0yFtDo2Q5wvgI_uMjC3Io&m=yBOVDq1vRXNCK_hAbkYpOY8Wh2bvCGarmFvDomfvookzaPTdXONEmLHcrvbGMMoW&s=qkE4tVQMYpD-DuR08mhC6dJnLzSQwhUxOEKGHbnBbIA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u44507686.ct.sendgrid.net_uni_ls_click-3Fupn-3Du001.lDI1Q0Vl4hScPlNnUQM96SVu4TcGKXIxRDNhH536VR8U-2D2F2PCRPBYh-2D2B39HSRw-2D2F1khRDcYByYFU2FLvl5jKlIlVuXCKsmLz4Ch8rVzV1rqpj9dRBYQmqvHGxOaOTg5sPIOCVlDs9vQfi0DBbGAjJ6xTA-2D3D-2D3Dnp0r-5FiMKeGHtFM82jLf3zglvayC4AfLfcbWFp0MufODvu3P2ShlkK0p5jv5YITaXcx6M2AJtSBmEm0dJ0ZAophQZaCfADmhelJIAv6-2D2Fc-2D2FW2-2D2Fu-2D2F2h91Riz6XI0sjO2JsE0O-2D2B2eex-2D2BCk2e4eyKLvk3jPkh66ZDtrAc5Y5WxBQNmewo6kXkeE-2D2B0itnjqKRqkrod6BJt-2D2F4FqumsGnBaD1btbTfEiLrKyheNEt2DNeZbWRxbGcmjoagvQaVt5Ijz0QmggoUo2mVVlMbn0r5kgwh0mxVJI5Pk-2D2FhkpyRrUJWC07dYcVH-2D2FQJEHnKM0jD5wfkgjg5i1GpLtl1WShkNWxPfty9TRqRXAcCzofHiLigQp2FvImcvT6lgoKWq-2D2FIiOLG3SYweD9ZGJKYpdJsiatxTXSsvOHgnCnpXGT6QzTZa0j-2D2BNQ8dBttNtJOTT0wMI9k-2D2BcRFYLmv-2D2BUbs7JDyn03pTnIeAP8xnd2UJ9DWQyWSaeVQ2tyVK-2D2BHVuH4UGVzAOzSQ0E-2D2BEEwchz4UQCHkTvtXRNGeW9nhHJJkS-2D2BrTfa8mtXzv7nUKtVMSWeEAcZsrQ2FDJ-2D2F5AXr0fne-2D2Br3tezatX5-2D2BGlTfI-2D2Bfpwhxkg-2D3D-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=js6kJ-cJLDX6yYODvlOKrO0yFtDo2Q5wvgI_uMjC3Io&m=yBOVDq1vRXNCK_hAbkYpOY8Wh2bvCGarmFvDomfvookzaPTdXONEmLHcrvbGMMoW&s=qkE4tVQMYpD-DuR08mhC6dJnLzSQwhUxOEKGHbnBbIA&e=
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Catholic Charities Media  
and Communications
CCUSA conducted interviews with media to discuss efforts to combat the scams. CCUSA 
requested that media provide the information in both Spanish and English to notify immigrant 
communities about this scam and reduce the possibility of more victims. 

https://www.telemundoareadelabahia.com/noticias/local/richmond-estafa-migratoria-caridades-
catolicas/2532632/ 

“Alleged scammers use fake lawyers and fake courts to prey on immigrants,” ABC News 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSsCT3L4Brk 

https://www.telemundoareadelabahia.com/noticias/local/richmond-estafa-migratoria-caridades-catolicas/2532632/
https://www.telemundoareadelabahia.com/noticias/local/richmond-estafa-migratoria-caridades-catolicas/2532632/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSsCT3L4Brk
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Fear and Opportunity: Immigration Scams Surged as Trump’s Sweeps Lured Desperate People to 
Eager Defrauders 
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-immigration-scams-complaints-doubled-ice 

Deportation Fears Make Immigrants Easy Targets for Scams
Six immigrants in five states describe losing between $1,300 and $11,000 to people who 
impersonated law firms or staged fake hearings via video calls.

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/scammers-target-immigrants-fear-deportation-
rcna331705 

https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-immigration-scams-complaints-doubled-ice
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/scammers-target-immigrants-fear-deportation-rcna331705
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/scammers-target-immigrants-fear-deportation-rcna331705


https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2026-07-31/they-hoped-to-fix-their-immigration-status-
they-got-scammed-instead 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2026-07-31/they-hoped-to-fix-their-immigration-status-they-got-scammed-instead
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2026-07-31/they-hoped-to-fix-their-immigration-status-they-got-scammed-instead
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LOCAL STATISTICS
CCUSA’s report is intended to portray this issue from a national perspective. Member agencies 
are encouraged to compile their diocesan-specific amounts of victims, financial loss, and local 
mitigation efforts and insert the local statistics with this report. A template for agencies to compile 
this information is included on the next page. Agencies that collect the information are encouraged 
to share their completed document and this report with diocesan and community leaders. CCUSA 
also requests a copy of each local report. 

CLOSING
CCUSA and its member agencies continue to take this scam very seriously because it affects  
the communities we serve and has a deleterious effect on Catholic Charities’ name, reputation,  
and mission. If you encounter this scam or suspect that you have been solicited by a scammer,  
do not respond, provide information, or send money! Contact your local Catholic Charities agency3  
to inquire about legitimate immigration legal services they may offer. The Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network (CLINIC) offers additional resources on identifying and preventing 
immigration services fraud4. 

 3	 https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/about-us/find-a-local-agency/ 

 4	 https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/unauthorized-practice-immigration-law

https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/about-us/find-a-local-agency/
https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/unauthorized-practice-immigration-law
https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/unauthorized-practice-immigration-law
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/about-us/find-a-local-agency/
https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/unauthorized-practice-immigration-law


Agency Response Template
Member agency name: ___________________________________________________________________

Diocese: ______________________________________________________________________________

Number of victims in the diocese (as of date): _________________________________________________

Estimated total financial losses by victims: ____________________________________________________

Estimated average financial loss by individual victims: ___________________________________________

Synopsis of scams in the diocese:

Diocesan alert(s), agency website alert(s), social media posts, etc. (synopsis):

Communications efforts (synopsis):

Interactions with law enforcement, nonprofits, and other entities seeking to assist victims (synopsis):

Additional notes or comments:

	Agencies that collect this information are encouraged to share their document and this report with diocesan and community leaders. 
CCUSA also requests a copy of local report.
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CatholicCharitiesUSA.org

2050 Ballenger Ave., Suite 400 
Alexandria, VA, 22314

703-549-1390
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